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Characteristics
of

letters

(Sifaat)



We have studied the articulation
points of the letters previously.
Now, it is fundamental to know
their different characteristics

We call the characteristic of a
letter (sifaat ), the state of this
letter when pronounced

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION



Previously, we saw that
several letters could leave the
same exit point. Thus, their
characteristics make it possible
to distinguish between letters
.when they are pronounced

Some letters will sound soft.
Some will sound hard. Some will
need breathing, some will not,
.etc



Sifaat is the method by which
a letter is articulated that
differentiates it from other
letters. The purpose of these
characteristics is to
distinguish the letters that
share the same articulation
points. These characteristics
are clear when the letter
.has Sukoon 

CHARACTERISTICSCHARACTERISTICS
OF OF LETTERSLETTERS



Articulation points only provide
Articulation points only provide

information as to where the sound
information as to where the sound

of the letter comes from, whereas
of the letter comes from, whereas

Sifaat provides extra information
Sifaat provides extra information

with regard to the characteristics
with regard to the characteristics

of the letter in order to produce
of the letter in order to produce

the correct sound.the correct sound.

NOTENOTE



we have 
2 types

Permanent
characteristics

Casual 
characteristics

These are the
characteristics that are
part of the fundamental
make-up of the letter,
the letter cannot be
pronounced correctly
without this sifaat

 These are the
characteristics that are

found due to
circumstances such as

Izhaar or Idghaam.
Casual characteristics
are not covered in this
lesson, we will cover it

later Inshallah.



PERMANENTPERMANENT
CHARACTERISTICSCHARACTERISTICS

There are 18 permanent
Sifaat of which 5 are those

that have their opposites and
8 are those that are on

their own.



A letter with more strong
characteristics will be stronger,
while a letter with weak
characteristics will be weaker.

We can divide these SifaatWe can divide these Sifaat
into Weak & Strong.into Weak & Strong.

A letter's strength and weakness
can be measured by its strength
and weakness characteristics.



OKAYOKAYOKAY
BREAKBREAKBREAK
to take ato take ato take a

@itqan academy@itqan academy@itqan academy

It'sIt'sIt's



Which letter this articulation
point will produce?

a b c



Allah makes the way to
Jannah easy for him

who treads the path in
search of knowledge.

Hadith

[ Muslim][ Muslim][ Muslim]

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



work hard, be kind and
amazing things will happen
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1

2

3

4

5

The Permanent SifaatThe Permanent Sifaat
with opposite.with opposite.

Idhlaaq
&

 Ismaat

Hams
 &

 Jahr

Shiddah
 &

 Rakhawah

Isti'laa
 &

 Istifal

Itbaaq
 &

 Infitah



Hams & JahrHams & Jahr
( Whisper & Voice).( Whisper & Voice).

VoiceWhisper



In the Arabic language, Hams means
“the whisper”.

first HamsHams
What does Hams mean?

It is a flow of air accompanying
pronouncing 10 letters.

What are the letters of Hams ?



HamsHams
These letters are compelled in this
sentence:

سَكَت فَحثََّهُ شَخْص 

Technically, the air continues to come
out after the letter is pronounced.

he airflow is more evident when the
letter is sakeena.



Concerning the letters ك   ت, make
sure that the airflow is clearly done
if they are sakin.

HamsHams
Notes:

Avoid exaggerating too much in the
pronunciation of the letter ت as it
becomes close to the letter س.



Why should we be concerned
about the two letters ك & ت?

Q & A

Because the air hardly flows
when they bear Sukoon.



Examples

تتُۡلَى وَٱحۡلُلۡبِسۡمِ رَتۡ سُيِّ

وَأشَۡركِۡهُأهَۡلِيٱلقُۡصۡوَىٰتسَۡتَفۡتِحُوا

أكَۡفَرَهُۥ أكَۡبَرُ يخَۡشَىٰ فَلَبِثۡتَ



Note

As you see "the Hams" is
a weak characteristic.

So, all of the Hams letters
have a weak Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER

Letters ScoreLetters Score



Second JahrJahr

 In the Arabic language, al-Jahr
means “the loud voice”.

What does Jahr mean?

It is a stopping of the airflow during the
pronunciation of the remaining letters.

What are the letters of Jahr ?

The remaining letters:



These letters are compelled in this
sentence:

JahrJahr

عَظُمَ وَزْنُ قَارئٍِ
غَضٍّ ذِي طَلبََ جِد

Technically, the breath stops coming
out after the letter is spoken.



Concerning the letter ج, make sure
that the airflow is stopped during
pronouncing it.

JahrJahr
Notes:

If the air comes out during the
pronunciation of the letter ج, it will
become in some way ش.

وَٱلفَۡجۡرِ 



Why should we be concerned
about the two letters ش & ج?

Q & A

Due to their similar articulation
point and the possibility of
getting them mixed up easily.



Examples

بَعۡدُ تدَۡرِيٱقۡرَ أۡ أجَۡرٌ

وَيُعۡظِمۡذَوَيۡمَمۡنُونٍوَأطََعۡنَا

ٱلـۡبَيۡعُأظَۡلَمَٱلـۡأَرۡضۡأجَۡمَعِينَ



Note

As you see "the Jahr" is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Jahr letters
have a strong Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER

Letters ScoreLetters Score



ExperimentExperiment
This experiment proves that Jahr lettersThis experiment proves that Jahr letters

are strong while the Hams letters are weakare strong while the Hams letters are weak

Let's pick up a Hams letter and a Jahr letter sharingLet's pick up a Hams letter and a Jahr letter sharing
the same articulation point, for example,the same articulation point, for example,  

the letter the letter سس and the letter  and the letter زز..

Above your two vocal cords, place your fingers onAbove your two vocal cords, place your fingers on
your throat.your throat.



ExperimentExperiment
Try to say Try to say ۡأَأَسۡسۡسۡسۡسۡس

you don't feel anything, right?you don't feel anything, right?

Now Try to say Now Try to say ۡأَأَزۡزۡزۡزۡزۡزۡزۡز
you will feel the vibration of your vocal cords.you will feel the vibration of your vocal cords.

With With زز being one of the strong Jahr letters, the vocal being one of the strong Jahr letters, the vocal
cords vibrate more powerfully and you can feel itcords vibrate more powerfully and you can feel it

unlike the weak hams letter unlike the weak hams letter سس..
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GUESS THE WORD

W _ I _ _ E _



"The world, with all that it
contains, is accursed except

for the remembrance of
Allah that which pleases
Allah; and the religious
scholars and seekers of

knowledge."

Hadith

[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



The journey of thousands
miles begins with a step.

Back
to
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Shiddah & Bayiniyah & RakhawahShiddah & Bayiniyah & Rakhawah
( Strength & Moderation & Softness).( Strength & Moderation & Softness).

SoftnessStrength
Moderation 



first ShiddahShiddah

It is a stop of the sound flow during
the pronunciation of 8 letters.

In the Arabic language, Ash-shiddah
means “the intensity”.

What does Shiddah mean?

What are the letters of Shiddah ?



These letters are compelled in this
sentence:

أجَِدْ قَطٍ بكََتْ

Technically, the sound stops because
it leans on its articulation point.

ShiddahShiddah



What is the difference between
Jahr & Shiddah?

Q & A

The Jahr is stopping the airflow
during pronouncing the letter,
While the Shiddah is stopping the
sound flow during the pronunciation.

ShiddahShiddahJahrJahr



Examples

تۡ فَرَّ تدَۡرِيٱقۡرَ أۡ أجَۡرٌ

تۡ  نطُۡعِمُيجَۡتَبِيرَ كَّـبَكۡٱنشَقَّ

ۡخِرُونَ تـَتۡـلُواْٱلقِۡسۡطۡتـَبۡـلُواْيسَۡتَـٔ



Note

As you see "the Shiddah" is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Shiddah letters
have a strong Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER
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BayiniyahBayiniyah

What does Bayiniyah mean?

What are the letters of Hams ?

Second

The sound is neither completely cut
off (sound stop) as for Shiddah nor
long (sound flow) as for Rakhawah

In the Arabic language, Al-Bayiniyah
means “Intermediate”.

5 letters:



These letters are compelled in this
sentence:

لنِْ عُمَر

Technically, the sound does not stop
clearly, but it does not continue too much.

BayiniyahBayiniyah

It is a category between Al-Shiddah
and Al-Rakhawah.



Can the Bayiniyah be considered
strong or weak?

Q & A

We cannot consider it a strong or
weak trait because it is in the
middle between the strong Shiddah
and the weak Rakhawah.

BayiniyahBayiniyah



Examples

نعَۡبُدُ ينۡ زَوَالۡٱلـۡحَمۡدُ ٱلدِّ

بِ رۡناَإلِيَۡهِمۡدَعۡوَتكََٱلأَۡلـۡبَٰ أخَِّ

بۡرۡ لكَُمۡوَعۡدِهِٱلصَّ ٱلأَۡرۡضۡ



Note

As you see "the Bayiniyah "
is a neutral characteristic.

So, all of the Bayiniyah letters
don't have a strong point

neither a weak point.



In the Arabic language, Ar-Rakhawah
means “flexibility”.

third RakhawahRakhawah

What does Rakhawah mean?

This is the sound flow as you
pronounce the remaining 16 letters

What are the letters of Rakhawah ?



Technically, the sound of the letter
continues.

RakhawahRakhawah

Note:
The sound of the letter is, therefore,
longer for Ar-Rakhawah, shorter for
Al-Bayiniyah and cut for Ash-shiddah.



What is the difference between
Hams & Rakhawah?

Q & A

The hams is It is the airflow
accompanying the letter,
While the Rakhawah is the sound
flow as you pronounce the letter.

RakhawahRakhawahHamsHams



Examples

أغَۡنَىٰ َّفۡسٍأظَۡلَمَ مَثۡنَىٰن

نِنسَۡتَعِينُ حۡمَٰ أضَۡعَافًانصِۡفُٱلرَّ

أهَۡلَإذِۡأشَۡهُرٍ أزَۡكَىٰ



Note

As you see "the Rakhawah"
is a weak characteristic.

So, all of the Rakhawah
letters have a weak Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER
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Time
Quiz

What are the letters that have
Shiddah & Jahr together?



"He who goes forth in search
of knowledge is considered

as struggling in the Cause of
Allah until he returns."

Hadith

[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



There are people who talk
about optimism, we always

need them near us.
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Isti'laa & IstifalIsti'laa & Istifal  
( Elevation & Lowering).( Elevation & Lowering).

Elevation

Lowering



first Isti'laaIsti'laa  

It is the elevation of the back of the
tongue towards the roof of the
mouth when pronouncing a letter.

In the Arabic language, Al-Isti'alaa
means: “elevation”.

What does Isti'laa mean?

What are the letters of Isti'laa ?



These letters are compelled in this
sentence:

خـُصَّ ضَـغْـطٍ قِـظْ

Technically, the tongue is close to the
palate, and the mouth is filled by
pronouncing the letters

they are the same heavy letters:

The pronunciation of the letter causes upward
pressure on the palate.

Isti'laaIsti'laa  



Examples

لَوٰةِ ٱلصَّ خَرَجۡنَوَقُـومُواْبَسۡطَةً

تۡ  طَاقَةَفَصَلَٱلعَۡظِيمُٱنشَقَّ

غُلِبَتِٱلقِۡسۡطۡٱلعِۡظَامِٱلمَۡغۡربِِ



Note

As you see "the Isti'laa" is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Isti'laa letters
have a strong Point.
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In the Arabic language, Al-Istifal
means: “lowering”.

second IstifalIstifal  

What does Istifal mean?

it is keeping the back of the tongue
lowered from the roof of the mouth
whilst pronouncing a letter.
What are the letters of Istifal?
The rest of the Arabic letters.

( 22 letters)



These letters are:

Technically, the tongue moves away
from the palate.

Pronunciation of the letter causing
pressure to go down the palate.

IstifalIstifal  



Note:
it is important to provide some
clarification: Among the remaining
letters, three of them have a special
status because they are sometimes
emphatic and sometimes thinned out.

IstifalIstifal  



Examples

يوَۡمَئِذٍ كِنَّٱلعَۡزيِزُبَعۡدُ لَٰ

تِ نَكَيۡفَيشََآءُبِـ�ايَٰ فَسُبۡحَٰ

ؤُاْ ٓ مَآءِمَنَامُكُمشُفَعَٰ أهَۡوَآءَهُمٱلسَّ



Note

As you see "the Istifal" is
a weak characteristic.

So, all of the Istifal letters
have a weak Point.
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HamsHamsHams

ShiddahShiddahShiddah

BayiniyahBayiniyahBayiniyah

IstifalIstifalIstifal

Pick the strong
characteristic!



"A believer never satisfies
doing good until he reaches

Jannah."

Hadith

[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



All life is an experiment. The
more experiments you make

the better.

Back
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Itbaaq & InfitahItbaaq & Infitah
( Adhesion & Seperation).( Adhesion & Seperation).

Adhision Seperation



first ItbaaqItbaaq

Itbaaq is the adhesion of a large part of
the tongue to the roof of the mouth
whilst pronouncing of the letter.

In the Arabic language, Al-Itbaq comes from
the verb, which means: to stick.

What does Itbaaq mean?

What are the letters of Itbaaq?



These letters are part of Isti'laa
letters:

خـُصَّ ضَــغْـطٍ قِـظْ

Technically, the tongue is glued to the
palate.

ItbaaqItbaaq

Isti'laa only
Isti'laa & Itbaaq



Examples

لَوٰةِ ٱلصَّ لُ وَحِفۡظًاظَلَمُوٓاْنفَُصِّ

لَتِهِمۡ ضَلَٰ أضََلَّٱلعَۡظِيمُ

فَطَرَ فَقَضَـىٰهُنَّ

ٱلعِۡظَامِ

طَآئِعِينَقَنُوطٌ



Note

As you see "the Itbaaq" is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Itbaaq letters
have a strong Point.



Note

"The Itbaaq" is the
strongest characteristic.

So, we will give every letter of
this characteristic 3 points,

not only one as usual.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER
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In the Arabic language, Al-Infitah
means separation.

second InfitahInfitah  

What does Infitah mean?

It is the act of leaving an opening
between the tongue and the palate
(separation) when pronouncing the
other 25 remaining letters.



 Technically, there is an interval
between the tongue and the palate.

These letters are:

InfitahInfitah  



Examples

يوَۡمَئِذٍ كِنَّٱلعَۡزيِزُبَعۡدُ لَٰ

تِ نَكَيۡفَيشََآءُبِـ�ايَٰ فَسُبۡحَٰ

ؤُاْ ٓ مَآءِمَنَامُكُمشُفَعَٰ أهَۡوَآءَهُمٱلسَّ



Note

As you see "the Infitah" is
a weak characteristic.

So, all of the Infitah letters
have a weak Point.
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This or That
Which letter is stronger?

SSADQAF



"He who is asked about
knowledge (of religion) and
conceals it, will be bridled

with a bridle of fire on the
Day of Resurrection."

Hadith

[Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi].[Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi].[Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



Do not give up, the beginning
is always the hardest.

Back
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Idhlaaq & IsmaatIdhlaaq & Ismaat
( fluency & desisting).( fluency & desisting).

fluency desisting

These two characteristics are not important.
Some scholars have not counted them as

characteristics.



IdhlaaqIdhlaaq  

What does Idhlaaq mean?

What are the letters of Idhlaaq ?

first

It is the articulation of the letters
with utmost ease from the sides of
the tongue or lips.

In the Arabic language, Al-Idhlaaq
means “fluency”.

6 letters:



These letters are compelled in this
sentence:

فَرَّ مِنْ لبُْ
Technically, the letter is pronounced with
the tip of the tongue or the tip of the lips. 

These letters are pronounced with
ease and fluidity.

IdhlaaqIdhlaaq  



Note:
You should find one or more of these
letters in any four or five-letter root
words in the Arabic Language. If none
of these letters are found in a four or
five-letter root word, then it is not
an Arabic word.

IdhlaaqIdhlaaq  

Example: عَسْجدَْ
It is not an arabic word.



ISmaatISmaat

What does ISmaat mean?

What are the letters of ISmaat?

Second

It is a heaviness that affects the letters
of al Ismaat by their pronunciation.

In the Arabic language,
Al-ISmaat means “desisting”.

The letters concerned are the remaining 23:



Note

As you see
"the Idhlaaq and the Ismaat"
are neutral characteristics.

So, these two characteristics
don't affect on the strength

of the Arabic letters.



1
2

3 4

6

The Permanent SifaatThe Permanent Sifaat
without opposite.without opposite.

5

7
8

Qalqalah Safeer

Leen
Inhiraf

Tafashee
Takreer

Istitallah
Ghonnah



1 QalqalahQalqalah

In the Arabic language, Al-Qalqalah means
restlessness, instability, disturbance.

We have already explained this
characteristic in our first book
"Jumpstart for Tajweed".

What does Qalqalah mean?

What are the letters of Qalqalah?



Examples

هُ أذََقۡنَٰ سَبۡحًاشَهِيدٌقَنُوطۡ

أطَۡعَمَهُملعَِبۡرَةً أدَۡبَرَٱذۡهَبۡ

رُهَا يُدۡرِيكَٱلكُۡبۡرَىٰزَجۡرَةٌ أبَصَٰۡ



Note

As you see "the Qalqalah" is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Qalqalah letters
have a strong Point.
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What is the sentence of
Shiddah?

فَرَّ مِنْ لُبْ

خُـصَّ ضَـغْـطٍ قِـظْ

هُ شَخْص  سَكَت فَحَثَّ

أَجِدْ قَطٍ بَكَتْ



 "Allah does not look at your
figures, nor at your attire

but He looks at your hearts
and accomplishments".

Hadith

[Muslim].[Muslim].[Muslim].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



Never give up. Great things
take time.

Back
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SafirSafir

During reciting we can hear a whistle
whilst pronouncing these letters
because the air emitted passes
through a narrow passage. It is a
natural sound that is produced when
you pronounce the Safeer letters
from the correct articulation points.

2

In the Arabic language, As-Safir means:
whistling.

What does Safir mean?



The letters of Safir:

Technically, it’s an added sound that
comes out from between the lips

The ص sounds like the goose. 

SafirSafir

The ز sounds like the bee. 

The س sounds like the cicada. 



Examples

َّصۡبِرَ ن ىٰ عِقَةُوَوَصَّ بُٱلصَّٰ أصَۡحَٰ

تِٱسۡتَوَىٰٓ ٱسۡتَوۡقَدَ وَٰ مَٰ مُسۡتَهۡزءُِونَٱلسَّ

َّلنَۡارِزۡقًازَجۡرَةٌ جٌنزَ أزَۡوَٰ



Note

As you see "the Safir " is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Safir letters
have a strong Point.
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aaa

bbb

ccc

111

222

Puzzle Game
Connect the appropriate

images!

333



"Never a believer is stricken
with a discomfort, an illness,
an anxiety, a grief or mental
worry or even the pricking

of a thorn but Allah will
expiate his sins on account of

his patience".

Hadith

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



A person who never made
mistakes never tried anything.

Back
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In the Arabic language, Al-Leen
means gentleness

3 LeenLeen
What does Leen mean?

It is a gentle and effortless pronunciation of
Sakin letter و and ي preceded by a fatha.
we have the ability to prolong the Leen
letters similar to prolonging the letters of
Madd, when you stop on the letter following
them.



Technically, it means the articulation
of the letter from its articulation point
with a natural ease and softness
present in the letter.

These letters are:

LeenLeen



Examples

يۡفِ ٱلصَّ بَيۡنَٱلبَۡيۡتِقُرَيشٍۡ

يۡرِبِٱلغَۡيۡبِريَـۡبَ شَيۡءٍٱلطَّ

وۡءِ خَوۡفٍ نوَۡمٌيوَۡمٍٱلسَّ



Note

As you see "the Leen" is
a weak characteristic.

So, both of the Leen letters
have a weak Point.
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What are the letters of Inhiraf?

4 InhirafInhiraf

What does Inhiraf mean?

In the Arabic language, Al-Inhiraf
means deviation.

This is the deflection of the sound of the
letters from their original point of
articulation.



When pronouncing it the sound starts when
the front sides and the tip of the tongue
touch what lies opposite to them, which are
the gums of the two top front incisors, the
two top lateral incisors, the two top canines,
and the two top premolars. Then the sound
deviates to the back sides of the tongue.

InhirafInhiraf
The letter Lam:



When pronouncing it the sound starts when
the tip of the tongue touches the hard
palate close to the gums of the front two
upper incisors, and then the sound deviates
to the middle part of the tip of the tongue.

InhirafInhiraf
The letter Raa':



Note

As you see "the Inhiraf" is
a strong characteristic.

So, all of the Inhiraf letters
have a strong Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER

Letters ScoreLetters Score



It is the vibration and trilling of the tip of
the tongue whilst pronouncing the letter
which causes it to be pronounced multiple
times. 
What are the letters of Takreer?

5 TakreerTakreer

What does Takreer mean?

In the Arabic language, At-takrir
means repetition.



Notes:

TakreerTakreer

This characteristic is learned
in order not to be applied with
exaggeration as this is a mispronunciation.

The reciter should avoid repetition of the
letter. The benefit of this characteristic is
to know the correct articulation point of
the letter.



As soon as we pronounce the letter Raa'
this letter will have to be struck only once
on the palate.

Notes:

TakreerTakreer

 When the letter Raa' is mushadad, the
lengthening of the Takreer must be
reduced by blocking the tongue.



Examples

ٱلأَۡرۡضِ نِقَرۡيةًَ حۡمَٰ ٱلرَّحِيمِٱلرَّ

يرَۡتدََّبِعَرۡشِهَاٱرۡجِعۡمُرۡسِلَةٌ

رۡناَمُسۡتَقِرًّا يَّ تمَُرُّٱلبَۡرِّٱطَّ



Note

As you see "the Takreer" is
a strong characteristic.

If you avoid the Takreer it will
give the letter a strong Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER

Letters ScoreLetters Score
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Quiz Time

Which letter isWhich letter isWhich letter is
related to thisrelated to thisrelated to this

Inhiraf?Inhiraf?Inhiraf?

للل Orررر



"The strong man is not one
who is good at wrestling, but
the strong man is one who
controls himself in a fit of

rage."

Hadith

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



Life is that feeling 
of pain and joy.

Back
to

Tajweed



It is spreading the sound of the letter
starting from the middle of the tongue
and the upper palate until it reaches the
front part of the tongue.

What are the letters of Tafashee?

6 TafasheeTafashee

What does Tafashee mean?

In the Arabic language, At-tafashee
means propagation and spreading.



Examples

مۡسِ للِشَّ ءَأشَۡكُرُتشَۡهَدُونِعَرۡشٌ

ا نُنحَۡشُرُبُشۡرَۢ يۡطَٰ رِّ ٱلشَّ بِٱلشَّ

رُخَشۡيَةَ هُوَيُبَشِّ شَكٍّأشَُدَّ



Note

As you see "the Tafashee" is
a strong characteristic.

So, the Tafashee letter has
 a strong Point.



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER
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It is the elongation of the sound
throughout its articulation point until it
reaches the front edge of the tongue
(The articulation point of Lam).

What are the letters of Istitalah?

7 IstitalahIstitalah

What does Istitalah mean?

In the Arabic language, Al-Istitalah
means elongation.



Examples

لنَۡا فَضَّ رِّ وَٱخۡفِضۡيُضۡلِلۡٱلضُّ

مُضۡغَةٍأعَۡرَضۡتُمۡ يضَۡربُِ فَضۡلاً

لَةَ  لَٰ رَّآءِأضَۡطَرُّهُٱلضَّ آلِّينَٱلضَّ ٱلضَّ



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER

Letters ScoreLetters Score



It is a sound that is emitted from the
nasal passage and accompanies the
pronunciation of some letters.

We have already explained this
characteristic in the second book.

What does Ghonnah mean?

What are the letters of Ghonnah?

8 GhonnahGhonnah



Examples

ا مِمَّ َّهُمۡأنُزلَِ أنَۢبِـ�ونيِإنِ

َّمَاكُنتُمۡ ونَإنِ يُّ ٱلمَۡنَّأمُِّ

ةً اأمَُّ نۡ عَمَّ واْمِمَّ وَأتَمُِّ



LETTERWEAK STRONGWEAK STRONG LETTER

Letters ScoreLetters Score
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This That

WHICH LETTER
IS 

STRONGER?
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 "Fear Allah wherever you
are, do good deeds after

doing bad ones, the former
will wipe out the latter, and
behave decently towards

people".

Hadith

[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].[At- Tirmidhi].

 The Prophet
(صلى الله عليه وسلم)
said 



If you have no struggles, you’ll
have no strength.

Back
to

Tajweed



ResultResult
In order to determine the strongest

letter, we must consider several factors.

The number of strong characteristics.1.

2. the difference between strong and weak
characteristics.

3. The number of weak characteristics.

4. The strongest characteristic "Itbaaq".

You will find that the strongest letter is:



Strong Characteristics:

Jahr
Shiddah

Isti'laa
Itbaaq

Qalqalah

the strongest letterthe strongest letter



Strong Characteristics:

Jahr
Isti'laa
Itbaaq

a stronge lettera stronge letter

Istitalah
Weak Characteristics:

Rakhawah



Strong Characteristics:

Jahr
Isti'laa
Itbaaq

a stronge lettera stronge letter

Weak Characteristics:

Rakhawah



Strong Characteristics:

Isti'laa
Itbaaq

a stronge lettera stronge letter

Weak Characteristics:

Rakhawah

Safeer

Hams



a stronge lettera stronge letter

Strong Characteristics:

Jahr
Isti'laa

Weak Characteristics:

Infitah

Shiddah

Qalqalah



a moderate-stronga moderate-strong
letterletter

Strong Characteristics:

Jahr
Takreer

Weak Characteristics:

Infitah

Inhiraf

Bayiniyah

Moderate Characteristics:



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr
Shiddah

Qalqalah

Infitah
Istifal

a moderate-stronga moderate-strong
letterletter



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr
Shiddah

Qalqalah

Infitah
Istifal

a moderate-stronga moderate-strong
letterletter



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr
Shiddah

Qalqalah

Infitah
Istifal

a moderate-stronga moderate-strong
letterletter



a moderate lettera moderate letter

Strong Characteristics:

Jahr

Weak Characteristics:

Bayiniyah

Moderate Characteristics:

Infitah

Ghonnah

Istifal



a moderate lettera moderate letter

Strong Characteristics:

Jahr

Weak Characteristics:

Bayiniyah

Moderate Characteristics:

Infitah

Ghonnah

Istifal



a moderate lettera moderate letter

Strong Characteristics:

Jahr

Weak Characteristics:

Bayiniyah

Moderate Characteristics:

Infitah

Inhiraf

Istifal



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr

Infitah

a moderate-weaka moderate-weak
letterletter

Rakhawah

Isti'laa



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr

Infitah

a moderate-weaka moderate-weak
letterletter

Istifal

Shiddah



Strong Characteristics:

Jahr

Weak Characteristics:

Bayiniyah

Moderate Characteristics:

Infitah
Istifal

a moderate-weaka moderate-weak
letterletter



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr

Infitah
Istifal

a weak lettera weak letter

Safeer

Rakhawah



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

a weak lettera weak letter



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Infitah

Rakhawah

a weak lettera weak letter

Hams

Isti'laa



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Infitah

a weak lettera weak letter

Hams

Istifal

Shiddah



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Infitah

a weak lettera weak letter

Hams

Istifal

Shiddah



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

a weak lettera weak letter

Leen



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Jahr

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

a weak lettera weak letter

Leen



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Tafashee

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

a weak lettera weak letter

Hams



Strong Characteristics:

Weak Characteristics:

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

a weak lettera weak letter

Hams

Safeer



Weak Characteristics:

a very weak lettera very weak letter

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

Hams



Weak Characteristics:

a very weak lettera very weak letter

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

Hams



Weak Characteristics:

a very weak lettera very weak letter

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

Hams



Weak Characteristics:

a very weak lettera very weak letter

Infitah
Istifal

Rakhawah

Hams
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